Angiotensin-converting enzyme gene polymorphism in essential hypertensive patients in Japanese population.
Association between angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) gene polymorphism and essential hypertension in a Japanese population with the same socioeconomic background was investigated. Insertion-deletion (I/D) polymorphism of the ACE gene located on intron 16 was detected by polymerase chain reaction. Association between ACE gene polymorphism and family history of essential hypertension as well as the development of vascular damage in eye fundi were also investigated. Variation at ACE loci did not contribute to essential hypertension and the vascular damages in eye fundi. These results suggest that the ACE gene was not directly responsible for essential hypertension in this particular Japanese population with the same socioeconomic background.